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ABSTRACT; 

PURPOSE: To make it possible to remove the coagulated inks adhered in the 
vicinity of first and second orifices, by sucking a washing solution from the 
second orifice by evacuating a pneumatic chamber to fill the pneumatic chamber 
and subsequently pressurizing the pneumatic chamber to discharge the washing 
solution from the second orifice. 

CONSTITUTION: A pneumatic chamber 8 equipped with a second orifice 10 is 
provided in front of a first orifice 7 and a washing tank 23 storing a washing 
solution 24 is arranged in front of an ink head 1 to be washed and the part of 
at lest the second orifice 10 of an ink head 1 is immersed in the washing 
solution 24 of this tank 23. A valve device 17 is operated to block an air 
pump 14 and an air supply pipe 15 to communicate the air supply pipe 15 with a 
valve 22. Thereafter, the valve 22 is opened and vacuum pump is operated to 
evacuate a pneumatic chamber 8 and the washing solution 24 is sucked from the 
second orifice 10. After the pneumatic chamber 8 has been filled with the 
washing solution 24, the pneumatic chamber 8 is pressurized to discharge the 
washing solution from the second orifice 10. By this method, the foreign 
matter or adhered substance in the pneumatic chamber 8 can be removed. 
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